Cups of The Lord

Mat 20:20 – 28  
John and James mum tries to gain favour for her sons. And who can blame her for trying. To seek anything from Jesus is a good thing but the answer isn’t always yes!
Are they able to take the cup?  I would say what cup?

Well cup usually refers to a burden of some kind. Some attribute this to the fact that Jesus suffered and both John and James suffered.

James is said to be the first disciple to be martyred and John was exiled to Patmos. But though I don’t challenge the fact that they indeed did suffer I don’t believe it was the cup the lord mentions here.

Jesus carried the cup for the forgiveness of sin alone. 1 sacrifice for sin and atonement all done by Jesus! Though many have suffered for the Gospel we cannot confuse this with the cup of suffering the lord took. When he cried to the father in the garden of gethsemane (Mark 14:36). He was clearly carrying this burden alone. And he was sorrowful even onto death (verse 34). Jesus doesn’t offer them or us this cup.
Mat 20:26-27
But he does make the point about serving instead of seeking power. To be great means to be servant and to be first means to be a slave. Jesus could have called on the power of heaven at any time but he chose to serve. He is our example. We should not attempt to lower the standard because of our humanness. But allow God to change us as we walk with him daily, hourly, even moment to moment!
The baptism refers to the lords example of baptism he was baptised by John the Baptist (Mat 3:13-15). The word baptism means to be fully submerged. Often we hear of being fully committed fully given or submerged in the Lord. We are light onto the world!
Mat 5:14  You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Mat 5:15  Nor do men light a lamp and put it under the grain-measure, but on a lampstand. And it gives light to all who are in the house. 
Lights are fully committed to giving light. 
Jesus passes a cup to his disciples
Luke 22:14-20
Verse 17,

Jesus gives the first cup of Passover to his disciples but refuses to take it himself.
Verses 19,

He then breaks bread his body was broken for us!

Isa 53:5  But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was on Him; and with His stripes we ourselves are healed. 
He clearly took some punishment before the cross itself. This was not in vain it was for us. When we break bread we remember the punishment and the fruit that bears for us. Our piece and healing were gained by the lord through his body broken for us!

The stripes refers to the whipping that he took the scourging all for our healing all done by Jesus for us!

Verses 20

The cup after supper Jesus rightly claimed this cup. The new covenant in his blood.
So we have a cup before supper Jesus refuses and we have one after supper he claims as the new covenant. 

In fact there are 4 cups in the Passover supper according to Jewish tradition. Jesus identifies 2.

Passover cup order.

1. Passover itself representing the passing over of Gods wrath when he took the first born of the Egyptians. 

2. A blessing is spoken out. (Cup of blessing).

3. Grace is said. (cup of Grace)

4. Elijah cup – a final cup is poured and one is set a side for Elijah who is supposed to herald the saviour. 
The saviour was to come and save his people. Of course we know the Israelites expected a warrior one who would take out all oppression. And of course the lord is a warrior but not of the sort they expected. And the final understanding of this comes with Jesus’ words in!

Mat 5:20 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you.

So why did Jesus not take the first cup?

Exodus 12:1-14

The Passover was clearly put on the door post and the lintels Verse 7 

For the reason of a sign to them that the lord will Passover them on the night. Where he will strike all the first born of Egypt. (Verse 12-13).  This cup and sign is to claim protection from the wrath of God. (Verse 23) The lord will not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses to strike you. 

Remember this is the first cup the one which Jesus passes to the disciples. (Mat 22:17).  He in effect passes the protection from the Fathers Wrath to the disciples and refuses it himself. Of course if he was under the covenant of protection how could he of received the punishment for our sins. 
But it means more than that. The whole Passover signifies the exodus from Egypt (our escape from the corruption of the world, and eternal death). The Gospel itself, the good new of the kingdom of God being renewed to man kind. That fellowship with God was open again for us through Jesus. 
The cup or burden of spreading the good news that Jesus had taken were ever he went. Is now passed to the disciples along with the fathers cover.

We then have the cups of Blessing then Grace.

And finally the last cup.

The Last Cup

1Co 11:23  For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which he was betrayed took bread; 

1Co 11:24  And giving thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken for you; this do in remembrance of Me." 

1Co 11:25  In the same way He took the cup also, after supping, saying, "This cup is the New Covenant in My blood; as often as you drink it, do this in remembrance of Me." 

1Co 11:26  For "as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you show" the Lord's death until He shall come. 
What happens next?

John 13 – Jesus prepares his disciples for his death. He gives them an incredible teaching.
After supper he opened up the scriptures to them. He gave them the doctrine that would start the New Testament church. 
Acts 1:4-8

After the crucifixion and resurrection Jesus addresses his disciples with specific instruction.

Acts 2:42 says they continued in the breaking of bread and the disciples doctrine.

