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Jesus’s concluding Lesson

Probably one of the most important lessons of all.

We are not of this world!

Rom 8:18  I am sure that what we are suffering now cannot compare with the glory that will be shown to us. 

2Co 4:17  These little troubles are getting us ready for an eternal glory that will make all our troubles seem like nothing. 

Col 3:4  Christ gives meaning to your life, and when he appears, you will also appear with him in glory. 

We share in Gods glory, what he has prepared for us in eternity must be absolutely mind blowing!
But being really honest how much of that do we really believe?  I mean a real deep conviction of belief.  We live our lives now and I don’t know about anybody else but I get on with life most of the time. I rarely ponder on what happens next.

Yes we can quote from Thessalonians and the gospels about the lord’s return and us being transformed. 
To know that when we die we are with God, nothing separates us from the love of God not even Death! (Roman8:38) 

But is that it or should we consider this some more. I’ve herd it said don’t be to heavenly minded or you’ll be no earthly good. But I am of the opinion to be heavenly minded mean to walk in the spirit 

Rom 8:5  For they who are according to the flesh mind the things of flesh, but they who are according to the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 

And surely this is one of the biggest things of the spirit.

The world quite literary hates us. Of course if we have a low profile and do the correct political thing and not mention our lord Jesus they have no problem with us. But the minute we mention Jesus it starts a separation between those who will listen and those who are offended.

John 15:18-25

The world hates Jesus because he convicts the world of sin. Without the conviction of sin there is no need of a saviour. 

Joh 3:17  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but so that the world might be saved through Him. 

Joh 3:18  He who believes on Him is not condemned, but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God. 

Joh 3:19  And this is the condemnation, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than the Light, because their deeds were evil. 

Joh 3:20  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

Clearly Jesus brings conviction and the world hate being exposed. 

Verse 26 When the helper (Holy Spirit) comes he will testify of Jesus and you will be my witnesses.
So he makes it clear how hard things can get. But in the power of the spirit we can overcome. But our big victory comes at the end of this age.

Back in chapter 14:1-3

You believe in God believe also in Jesus (the bridge between God and man) The mediator of the new covenant. He speaks of his (our) father’s mansions and Jesus goes to prepare a place for us. If we go to war our aim isn’t to remain in the war but to win it. And then we go home. We are in a war and it doesn’t end there it ends in victory and we end or begin in eternity. 

Mat 6:19  Do not lay up treasures on earth for yourselves, where moth and rust corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal. 

Mat 6:20  But lay up treasures in Heaven for yourselves, where neither moth nor rust corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal. 

Mat 6:21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

We are blessed here on earth. But it’s not our focus our focus is where god is. We can enjoy life and the many blessings God sends us. But we can have no security in our bank balances, our homes, Jobs, Cars etc. The rug can so easily slip, tragedy can strike without warning. And we need to stand firm. Jesus was preparing his disciples to cope with his death. When death is the subject, everyone listens. We will always have to deal with grief at such times because there is loss. But if we understand and believe we can have good footing. We can stand firm even in our pain. 

John 16:1-4

The confusion the world has is obvious to us. But they think they are right. We have to come to terms with the fact we will get some stick from time to time.
2Co 4:3  But also if our gospel is hidden, it is hidden to those being lost, 

2Co 4:4  in whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving ones, so that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ (who is the image of God) should not dawn on them. 

The gospel will not always be herd but we do know that it must be preached.

We don’t do this with out having to step out. Jesus new it would be hard that’s why he prepared them. He new they had to come to terms with loosing him. And then get to grips with the task they had been given. To know their place was in heaven all ready prepared would give them confidence. 

They say a samurai warrior was trained in convincing himself he would soon die in battle. In this condition he was fearless. Even reckless. He had already accepted his destiny. That he would soon get it! They were right (live by the sword die by the sword)
If we realise our destiny we too can enter a new sense of strength. Relying on the power of God.

It’s a challenging thing speaking Gods word to people. It can be so uncertain. A friendly face can soon turn at the mention of Jesus. But an angry face can equally crumble and submit. The truth is we don’t know until we stick our neck out. We have to trust God will bring the right people.

Paul at times preached under uncertainty and had to rely on God. 

1Co 2:3  And I was with you in weakness and in fear, and in much trembling. 

1Co 2:4  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 

1Co 2:5  so that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

1Co 2:6  But, we speak wisdom among those who are perfect; yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, that come to nothing. 

We have to also realise that we cannot trust in this world at all. We can use what is in the world. But we are the boss. If we live to earn money it’s our boss. If we live for TV programs, drink, books, computers etc. it makes it our master. But if we can use these things as a blessed gift from God then we are right.
Friendship with the world makes us an enemy of God

Jas 4:4  You people aren't faithful to God! Don't you know that if you love the world, you are God's enemies? And if you decide to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of God. 

Our stand with the world has to be sure. Jesus made it clear the world will hate us. There is no getting away from it.
Remember they lose out in the finish if they don’t repent and come to know Jesus. It’s not about philosophy or even personal choice. They lose and as we know Jesus is the only way to the father (john 14:6). If they don’t accept that then!

Mat 16:26  For what is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

John 16:5-15
They where sorrowful possibly for Jesus himself. 
But I think mostly for them selves they are losing their leader. Will this be the end of what had begun?

Jesus reassures them it’s to their advantage that he goes because the helper (Holy Spirit) will come. This is talking of the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-29). They would experience a new way of operating in the power of God much different from how they operated. They will have boldness and a confidence as the Holy Spirit gives them tongues of fire (Acts 2:1-4). And the spirit will reveal much more to them. 

But they are still seeing this from a grieving point of view.
In verse 14-15, Jesus shows us what has been made available to us. The kingdom of God, all what the father, son and spirit have.  
Sorrow turns to joy!

John 16:16-24
Jesus tells them plainly a little while and you will see me no more! But you will see me again. He is talking about his death, they will be sorrowful, they will lament. But there sorrow will turn to joy. Because he will rise in power and they will see him they will see his pierced hands and they will see him ascend into heaven.

They will realise that they are also of the kingdom. 
We don’t belong to this world. We live and work in this world at this time. But soon we will live out side of this world in the kingdom of heaven. A life time is nothing compared with eternity. 

And of course the whole sacrifice will clearly be scene as a success. Everything that Jesus said came true Death was clearly defeated and Jesus was clearly glorified. The New Testament is now being born (v 21).
And they are told ask the father in my name. Ask so your Joy may be full. This is not saying ask for worldly treasures in Jesus name. Its saying asks for heavenly things in his name. 

Verse 33 clearly states we will have piece in Him. But we will have tribulation in the world. But he has overcome the world!
Rev 12:11 – says they overcame hi by the blood of the lamb and the word of their testimony and they didn’t love their live even on to death.

It’s not saying they were ungrateful for the gift of life. It’s saying they were heavenly minded. 

Chapter 17 – Jesus prays.

First for him-self (verse 1-5).

Second for his disciples (verse 6-19)

And then for his future disciples (20-26).

The mane theme is unity!

Jesus doesn’t want them removing from the world because. He wants the good news preached to all. There is a purpose!

But he prays for the same unity that the Jesus and the father have.
Verse 22 That they may be one just as we are one!

To finish!

John 18:11 shall I not drink the cup the father has given me?

The greatest sacrifice, the son of God, he made a way for us.

He took the cup alone and all for us and those who will choose to listen.  

Where does all this leave us. Well we need to live and bare fruit in this world. To do this we need Gods provision.

What is his provision?

1. Bread of life.

2. Prayer (communion with God)

3. Worship (intimacy with God)

4. Gods work (evangelism)

Acts 1:8 The great commission the last thing Jesus said was go out and preach good news. Tell every one.
Romans 10:13-15 how will they believe without a preacher!

John 4:25-38

Verse 32 it is nourishing to do the will of God.

2 Cor 9:10

He who supplies seed to the sower!

God provides the seed, the bread, the harvest and us!

1Pe 3:8  And finally, all be of one mind, having compassion on one another, loving the brothers, tenderhearted, friendly. 

1Pe 3:9  Never give back evil for evil, or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, giving blessing, knowing that you are called to this so that you might inherit blessing. 

1Pe 3:10  For he that wants to love life and to see good days, let him restrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking guile. 

1Pe 3:11  Let him turn aside from evil and do good. Let him seek peace and pursue it. 

1Pe 3:12  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears open to their prayers. But the Lord's face is against those who do evil. 

1Pe 3:13  And who is the one who will harm you if you become imitators of the good? 

1Pe 3:14  But if you also suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. And do not fear their fear, nor be troubled, 

1Pe 3:15  but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready always to give an answer to everyone who asks you a reason of the hope in you, with meekness and fear; 

1Pe 3:16  having a good conscience, that while they speak against you as evildoers they may be shamed, those falsely accusing your good behavior in Christ. 

1Pe 3:17  For it is better, if the will of God wills it, to suffer for well-doing than for evil-doing. 

1Pe 3:18  For Christ also once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, indeed being put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the Spirit; 

1Pe 3:19  in which also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 

1Pe 3:20  to disobeying ones, when once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared (in which a few, that is, eight souls were saved through water); 

1Pe 3:21  which figure now also saves us, baptism; not a putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ; 

1Pe 3:22  who is at the right hand of God, having gone into Heaven, where the angels and authorities and powers are being subjected to Him. 

God wants us to be real its all about relationship!

A verse to remember
Jas 3:17  But the wisdom that is from above is first truly pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 

Jas 3:18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

