Joy

We all want joy no one likes being sad or down. The world has joy. People rejoice when their tem is winning in sporting events. People have joy in the local pub and the list goes on. But the world’s joy is poisoned with violence greed and selfishness. And it never lasts the laughter is soon silenced by the hangover or by the reality of life. 

God’s joy is very different. His joy is our strength. 

Neh 8:10  Then he said to them, Go eat the fat and drink the sweet, and send portions to him for whom nothing is prepared. For this day is holy to our LORD. And do not be sorry, for the joy of Jehovah is your strength. 

The joy of the lord is indeed our strength, note God rejoices in us providing for others.  But we can enter his joy rejoicing with God with God!

In Isaiah 61 it says God gives us strength, freedom and joy. He doesn’t want us to have a spirit of heaviness. And look at the promises of verse 4-7 and the joy shall be everlasting.

Discussion   -   

Do you recognize that God wants us to be full of joy?

In acts there are accounts of the Apostles rejoicing in extreme circumstances. What do you think of that?

Phil 4:4 – rejoice always.

Habakkuk 3:17-19. Things may seem to go wrong some times. But God is still our salvation.

2 cor 6:10. Sorrowful yet always rejoicing.

There is obviously a much deeper joy that can stay with us even when we are sorrowful.

What ever we face in this time we know we have eternity with God.

Heb 6:19 Anchor.

Psalm 16:5-11

Joy is found in Gods presence, so how do we get into Gods presence?
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