The Two Greatest Commandments!

Intro,

I believe we have an exciting time ahead of us as a church. God is clearly preparing something.  I believe we have things to come that will amaze us. More prayers answered – Do you find that when you think God can’t surprise you he does something that takes your breath away.

You know people have stood in faith in our fellowship against some incredible things. And I am not saying we won’t have to make our stands. Because there will be times when we will wonder what is going on?

But we’ll stand and see God come through for us in power. 

God pointed out to me the over week you have organisations like the free masons, Jehovah witnesses etc. they have been about for centuries. Stronger than ever – the JW have knocked on every door in England!  (Advent calendar joke). These organisations get stronger and stronger. But if we look at the Baptist, Methodist, etc. true movements of God! Where God once moved towns and cities. and they are just small pockets of faithfull people but no longer the giants they once where, God put to me why do you think that is?

The answer was organisations run on the organisation skills of those who run them. The people who run them now will train the people up to run them in the future. These all depend on mans skills and ability.

Moves of God nearly always start with a little church where there have been struggles perhaps they’ve had a lot of people leave. And then God can have them concentrate on him. They focus on God because they’ve tried everything else or they are not happy with the main stream like in the reformation.

Then God blesses them they have their eyes on him they are focussed correctly. These churches grow and grow then. The next generation gradually focuses on running an organisation. Then you end up with another denomination, the people are faithful. But God doesn’t use them the same as in the beginning.

And then somewhere there’s a new prayer meeting seeking God.

The Welch revival I believe it was started by two old ladies praying for Gods blessings on there village.

Its all about seeking God.

God has given me the two greatest commandments to preach on Love the lord with all your heart soul and mind. And you’re neighbour as yourself.

You know I believe this fellowship has been in a time of planting and it is verging on a time of reaping.

We will see people hearing the gospel and responding and we will see the gifts of prophesy and healing flow. But we,ll be focussed on loving the lord and our neighbour.

We will reap what we sow.

See if we look to God on this level of love he will bless us and when we love those around us he’ll bless them through us. But it will be his blessing.

Love is our motivation and purpose both towards God and our neighbours.

Paraphrase  1 cor 13 – make it clear tongues prophesy and charity is nothing if it not motivated by love!  <expand>.

Two Commandments

Mat 22:36-40 

The interpreter of the law wasn’t trying to gain fresh insight into the law. He wasn’t trying to draw on the lord’s knowledge. He was trying to trip him up. The lord replies with power    Deuteronomy 6:1-9

Deu 6:1  And these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which Jehovah our God commanded to teach you so that you might do them in the land where you go, to possess it, 

Deu 6:2  that you might fear Jehovah your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, you, and your son, and your son's son, all the days of your life, and so that your days may be prolonged. 

Deu 6:3  Then hear, O, Israel, and be careful to do it, so that it may be well with you, and that you may greatly multiply, as Jehovah, the God of our fathers has promised you, in the land that flows with milk and honey. 

Deu 6:4  Hear, O, Israel. Jehovah our God is one Jehovah. 

Deu 6:5  And you shall love Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

Deu 6:6  And these words which I command you this day shall be in your heart. 

Deu 6:7  And you shall carefully teach them to your sons, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

The second like it 

Lev 19:18  You shall not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people; but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am Jehovah. 

Do you see what the lord did? 

He took the law in all its power and hung the whole thing on love. He said instead of do this or else do this because you love me and your neighbour.

See the letter of the law kills.

2Co 3:6  who also has made us able ministers of the new covenant; not of the letter, but of the spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit makes alive. 

It is impossible to keep the whole law that’s why Jesus went to the cross and made a way through for each one of us. And all this motivated by Love.

 1Jn 4:19  We love Him because He first loved us. 

And of course all the law and prophets hang on this the greatest gift love.

So we are to love the lord with all our hearts.

Our emotions are a gift from God. We can use them to love him; we can laugh, cry, and rejoice, with God.

With all our soul – (Greek, psuche) Meaning Breath or by implication spirit.

We are to love and honour him spiritually. In prayer, thanksgiving, and in seeking guidance we are to go to God alone. No over spiritual seeking.

With all our mind.

The mind is a powerful thing with it we can go to depths of despair and fear. And we can gain new heights with God. It’s the battle ground. It’s where we make the decisions to trust God and focus on him. We are to meditate on loving him remembering what he’s done.

When I look back to my conversion the state I was in and the times I let him down are uncountable but he always rescued me from my own foolishness. He didn’t need to but he did.

If it weren’t for God we wouldn’t exist at all. But his plan of redemption the sacrifice of the cross and the new covenant of grace. Then he chose us each one of us despite our frailties. How can we do anything else but love God.

The lord is worthy of more love than we could possibly give. But he settles for what we have.

If we look at the Ten Commandments 

1. No other Gods.                    

2. Not make any images.

3. No blasphemy

4. Keep the Sabbath

5. Honour parents

6. No murder

7. No adultery

8. No stealing

9. No lying

10. No coveting

If we put the greatest commandments in place the fruit will be great. We can demon straight the love we have for him by the love we have for him John 14:15 says” if we love him we will follow his commandments”. We can bring God a great sacrifice of love by following his commandments and honouring him in our conduct.

Rom 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service. 

Sacrifice was very important in the Old Testament and was followed to the letter. Jesus made the perfect sacrifice for our redemption.

But we can bring ourselves as a living sacrifice. As we seek to love honour and bless God he will bless us as his word as promised. We will reap what we sow!

We can demonstraight our love to God in worship. We can worship with all our hearts a love song to God. As we enter the throne room in the spirit our problems and challenges are put in perspective at the side of Gods might.

MY VISION!

I once complained to God (worship)

The second greatest commandment is love your neighbour as your self

Luke 10:26-37 - the good Samaritan 

If loving God and our neighbour is our motivation. We will keep the commandments without the threats of punishment. And the grace of God covers our frailty. 
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